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ARC (Architecture) - Architectural works
HITO (“hito”means “people” in Japanese) - Designers, people who design the works
RIUM (Atrium) — Place where the information is assembled

“ARCHITORIUM” (a project name combining architecture, “hito (people)” and atrium)
offers a look at architectural works by OBAYASHI CORPORATION Architectural
Design & Engineering Division and introduces our designers.
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There has been a recent upsurge in the global efforts for greening, timber use, and forest regeneration to achieve decarbonization and
environmental symbiosis. Expanding urban greenery contributes to low carbon emissions, while the use of timber activates forest cycles
that promote land conservation and environmental circulation. They also have a diverse impact on urban streetscapes and spaces.
This issue explores the various approaches taken by our Architectural Design & Engineering Division as well as a talk session on how to
achieve physical and mental health, so-called wellness, through symbiosis with nature.
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Ensuring a Healthy Streetscape

Japan'’s first fire-resistant fully wooden high-rise was constructed in
Kannai, Yokohama, a historical stage that marked the opening of the
country to the outside world. It is an attempt to pioneer and realize
the wooden architecture of the future, on a land with a context of
pioneering new things. The wooden exterior gives the streetscape
an organic softness and sense of life, which is partially exposed
or visible through the glass wall. It is designed to respond to the
urban environment both in terms of appearance and environmental
performance by adopting a double-skin facade configuration that
reduces the heat load and promotes natural ventilation through
airflow, which also plays a role in energy conservation. Taking a
generous front set back in crowded cityscape, the ground floor piloti
invites the city air and people into the wooden space.
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Appreciating the Colors

The building was completed in 2022 after a two-year construction
period as a training facility with lodging to “nurture the future of
knowledge”, where visitors gain new experiences and knowledge
away from their homes, workplaces, and regular tasks. With lodging
on the north side and training spaces on the south side, connected
by the central core, the facility is intended to encourage a momentary
awareness to people, things, and the environment through a circular
arrangement of spaces connected three-dimensionally via an atrium
and terraces.
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Interacting with People

As the COVID pandemic experience has diversified workplaces,
people now look for the value of a place to gather. One of these
values—well-being—is to enhance the physical and mental health
and productivity of those who visit the facility. With a biophilic
design approach that embraces nature, Port Plus offers visitors an
experience only possible in the actual space. The kitchen, with a
large solid wood counter leading to the semi-outdoor terrace, is a
place for communication filled with natural light and city breezes.
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Bringing Comfort with Greenery

The visible green ratio indicates how much greenery can be seen
in a given space, and ensuring the constant ratio is conducive to
promoting health and increasing productivity. In this light, Port
Plus has a rich variety of plantings, including potted plants, ceiling
and wall plantings, and rooftop plantings that sway in the wind,
bloom, and show natural transition. Part of the biophilic design is
the installation of spaces that act on the five senses, such as plant-
derived aromatic air conditioning and ambient sound of forests,
along with interior greenery. By connecting the spaces three-
dimensionally through the atrium and terrace, the space allows
visitors to fully experience light, wind, greenery, and trees, despite
the narrow site in a densely populated urban area.
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Enriching Society with Trees

This is the first fully wooden building in Japan to be certified as
3-hour fire-resistant, with entire columns and beams made of our
“Omega Wood (fire-resistant)” (Photo on the bottom left). The Rigid
Cross Joint was developed with inspiration from the traditional
Japanese nuki structure, using rods rather than adhesives to join
the lumber, with an emphasis on future recycling. It contributes
to a recycling-based society, including carbon offsetting, forestry,
and land conservation, by the thorough use of wood in the interior,
furniture, signage, and even the water receiving tanks. It also served
as an experimental stage for fire and weather resistance and new
construction methods.
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Connecting with Mountains

OBAYASHI CORPORATION signed the Basic Agreement on
Recycling-Oriented Forest Utilization with Hanno City, Saitama
Prefecture in 2021. In this project, we continued to use Japanese
cedar produced in Hanno and collaborated with a local furniture
manufacturer to fabricate chairs made of Hanno wood for use in
accommodation rooms. Photographs of forestry taken during our
visit to Hanno's forest lands are exhibited in the facility stairwell as art

pieces.
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Creating Wellness

SANU (REIERK / AIIENK) + ADX (REFFARERK)
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SANU (Takahiro Homma / Yusuke Ishikawa) + ADX (Kotaro Anzai)

X

OBAYASHI CORPORATION Architectural Design & Engineering Division
(Sho Ito / Shun Takayama / Mari Ota / Chiho Hoyama)
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SANU and ADX have developed villa subscriptions (“SANU 2nd Home”
etc.) in forests around Lake Shirakaba and the Yatsugatake Mountains
to draw city dwellers into nature, while OBAYASHI CORPORATION
is working to bring nature into urban areas by converting to timber
construction and greening.

At first glance, the approaches may seem to be coming from opposite
directions, but our goals should be very similar. While introducing each
other’s activities, we discussed the symbiosis with nature, the wellness
created by such symbiosis, and future visions at OBAYASHI’s training
facility “Port Plus” in Kannai, Yokohama. (See p.04)

*English version of this article will be available in the JOURNAL of the
web edition of ARCHITORIUM. (QR code attached at the end of the

magazine.)
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At the 2nd floor landing of Port Plus (from left in the front row: Anzai, Homma, and Ishikawa. From left in the back row: Takayama, Ito, Hoyama, and Ota)
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While driving up to the luxurious entrance of office buildings is a kind
of status symbol in Bangkok, Thailand, a city famous for heavy traffic,
O-NES TOWER has no vehicle porch on ground level but an open front
green garden exclusively for pedestrians instead. It is an attempt to
provide pedestrians a safe access to the building by taking advantage
of its proximity to the train station. Supervised by the New Material
Research Laboratory, the green garden is designed with a motif of
the V-shaped columns at the entrance, which is also a feature of the
building. At the underground vehicle porch, the bright natural light shining
through the glazed reflective pool welcomes guests by car. This open
front green garden with the thorough separation of pedestrians and cars,
a rare example in the chaotic city center of Bangkok, has the potential to
transform the appearance of motorized streetscapes in the future.
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A well-being-themed complex bridging sky, land, and people. The
central plaza is as much a place as architecture, with plenty of trees,
lawn areas, biotopes, water features, pergolas, and benches. The
eaves made of timber from Tama surrounding the plaza are the main
architectural element of the building. Extended eaves frame the sky
and the landscape, while the terraces under the deep eaves stretching
out from the stores and offices act as engawa (veranda) that removes
the boundary between the inside and the outside. It provides comfort
for anybody coming to the complex, such as workers looking for an
ideal remote work environment, those enjoying shopping, or families
taking a stroll.
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As if under the Spreading Tree

IVUHRER SR .
Cafeteria Building in MIYARISAN PHARMACEUTICAL CO., LTD.
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There was a small dogwood tree in the center of the front yard of
the pharmaceutical factory. Although plants are usually kept away
from pharmaceutical factories due to insect control, this particular
tree has been cherished as one of the few therapeutic objects for
the employees who are not allowed to communicate in the inorganic
clean room of the factory. Feeling hesitant to cut down the tree upon
planning the cafeteria building on the site, we attempted to recreate
a “large grown tree” after transplanting the original tree to a different
location. The large tree embraces the employees while watching over
the factory, with the gentle touch and scent of wood that opens up the
workers’ senses, the sunlight filtering through the trees, and the rows
of cherry trees outside that enhance interaction between people.
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Media Station in the Forest
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SHIZUOKA DAIICHI TELEVISION CORPORATION
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The office building of Shizuoka Daiichi Television Corporation stands in

a quiet residential area along Ohama Kaido Avenue, a short distance
southeast of Shizuoka Station. Unlike the roadside locations of other
station buildings in the prefecture, this location features a beautiful
park-like setting. A stream of spring water from an existing well and
a group of flowering shrubs and trees provide seasonal coloring.
Surrounding them is a series of L-shaped glass openings that provide
a sense of strolling in the forest on the bridge, which usually tends to
be an ordinary transit line. Integrating landscaping and architecture
to connect, incorporate, and reflect the forest, this wellness office
becomes a place where each person can feel pleasantness with all five
senses and find a diverse work style.
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.._uLandscapé Department :
.Inaugurated

» When we feel at ease with the greenery and

_' ‘seasonal colors in the city, we realize that we
are also a part of living nature. The'landscape L
department was launched with membérs who
pursue a better relationship between people and

ﬁé:ture by creating a gre’éﬁé‘r sm'7ironme_nt in the

city for people to enjoy sbéhaing;time_.in.- 0



ARCHITORIUM VOL.06

Our Works of
Landscape Designs

ommi e
.'_'!'.A.\.\\

40 41



ARCHITORIUM VOL.06

1 ROARDSIRIET YA ET

WEHDELTOENTH BT -BIE, B E5IIICHENTH, LED
DERERBELHEEADVEPH D, SDCGsPBKRFE. -1
T3 JTIVE—A2T TR REE REANORVEAD EEICKDH S
NBEHEDHR, ALBROSRVEREKRDTHIEZHE LAV, VEDD
BRICHAFETENEEHRY, I EBHORIGAEMNMICIEZ. 18
M. A K BXEAEEBRICHIF2 M EIEGRETEIET
D EWERERID 2V RED LD EEROBEMLKFORER bhh
. ANRHFMEED LR ERET V(> bH 2, tiddtmENKB
R 2 SEIETBDY Y — MATFIV PR T T R —FICId A& A ATRE
nHY), RERAHL, KIMELBRr—IVTTHA L LTE /= AT
ZADTATTT N b U, Bia T2 K27 —T SIS IR 74,
SHIGBARENOMICHETFICF —LESSITRELTWCHEHTH S,
ZHRMEDH BF — LD ZBIEL-IER. Fd¥ v U T7EREICE S AMD
EEHZL N TORERER)AH, Fr-BEZRTFEANEDRIFTY
%, RITIIHDOFDRBEAOEWBAEEHIC, T2 RRT—TOEEMS
PO TR, FEOELZHELEIML TN D, SHREF/- LB
bHBZET EBICF—LIBEELTWZERESS,

*1 po4 Port Plus A+ EHERR
2 pM® KNIEDFE

oM@ BREEES) -
*4 p.30 O-NES TOWER

42

Environmental Design with Trees

As a part of living nature, we need to be mindful of the overall
environment that surrounds all living things when developing a
building or a city. Today, as environmental initiatives such as SDGs,
decarbonization, green infrastructure, well-being, and wellness have
become increasingly important, it would be ideal to share our wisdom
in pursuit of a better relationship between people and nature and
sublimate it into a single landscape. We seek to make comfortable
spaces by identifying the advantages and disadvantages of the site
while maximizing natural materials such as plants, stones, rainwater,
wind, and soil. Some of our works involve delicate indoor ceiling
plantings®' as shown on the next page, while we also undertake a
large-scale environmental design incorporating rivers and forests.
Our domestic works in various sizes range from the great nature of
Hokkaido*? to resort hotels in Okinawa*?, as well as a recent project
in Thailand*“. At present, our department has seven members, but we
expect to strengthen the team with a view to more overseas projects
in the future. Our diverse team with mid-career staff incorporates their
experience from outside the company into new ideas and insights.
Along with recent environmental initiatives, the growing importance of
and interest in landscapes has increased the number of new graduates
interested in the field, which will bring us more members and an
opportunity for further growth.

*' p.04 Port Plus OBAYASHI Yokohama Training Center
*2 p.41(®  Rokkano Mori

*3 p.41 Hilton Okinawa Chatan Resort

* 530 O-NES TOWER
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A Green Tapestry to Color the City

Otemachi PLACE is a complex facility that includes offices, conference
rooms, and retail space. We created a green wall at the entrance that
compliments the complex. The wall aimed to look like a tapestry using
a total of about 20 species of trees in the Japanese “mixed fences” as
a design motif. As a result, it shows various expressions depending
on the changing seasons; the pale green leaves sprout in spring, then
turn into vivid and deep green in summer, and autumn leaves and red
berries appear in fall and winter. The stones used for the exterior walls
of the building are woven into the green wall as thin vertical louvers
in order to create a sense of unity with the outer walls while giving
the large green wall a more delicate impression. The green tapestry,
located at a major street intersection, provides a sense of wellness and
seasonal change to both the facility users and passersby.
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Designing the Water Flow

Park Court Toranomon is a residential complex in the heart of Tokyo.
We attempted to create an impressive front yard for its communal
lounge using a stream of water. There is a 4-meter difference in
elevation on the site, surrounded on all sides by streets, which we
took advantage of to create a dynamic cascade of water flowing. The
planting strip within the cascade enhances the three-dimensional effect
by adding variation to the flow of water. The coarse and uneven stones
on the surface of the cascade create a dynamic water movement.
Delicate adjustments to the stone finish on the mock-up helped to
verify the achievement of envisioned water flow. The flow of water gives
a distinctive character to the place not only by its movement but also
by its sound—particularly, the sound of water drowns out the noise
outside the property, while planted trees create a tranquil otherworldly
atmosphere.
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2022, RIEMFRICT / At Rokka no Mori, 2022

Toward the Second Act of Landscape

| recall 30 years ago when | said, “l want to create a landscape section
in the future,” during a job interview at OBAYASHI CORPORATION.
My small aspiration had been gradually recognized over the years
ever since, and finally came to fruition as the Landscape Department
in the spring of 2021. After joining the company, | participated in
numerous competitions and implementation projects. As a young and
inexperienced landscape architect, behaving as a landscape expert
at that time was not easy for me. Desperate to learn as much as
possible from my mentors both in and out of the company, | would
barge in on their office to seek advice and guidance. When | first had
a colleague after nearly ten years of working alone, | was truly grateful
for the importance and joy of working as a team. As the number of
like-minded people who understand and share my vision has gradually
increased, | have finally created an environment where we can think
and discuss landscapes from different perspectives. | am now entering

the second act, with my colleagues, to see a new landscape.

Hiroshi Iwai

Graduated from Department of Landscape Architecture, Chiba University, 1992

Joined OBAYASHI CORPORATION Architectural Design & Engineering Division, 1992
General Manager, Landscape Section, Architectural Design & Engineering Division, 2021
Professional Engineer (Construction Environment)

Executive Director, Japan Landscape Architect Union

20125, ATEDFRIC T / At Rokka no Mori, 2012
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OBAYASHI DESIGN ACTIVITY

MAGAZINE

ARCHITORIUM

OBAYASHI DESIGN PRO ARCHITORIUM
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ARCHITORIUM

VOL. 01, 2017 VOL. 02, 2018 VOL. 08, 2019 VOL. 04, 2020 VOL. 05, 2021
OBAYASHI’'s DNA GATHERING In Love with Cities Happiness Regional Core

ARCHITORIUM (7 =%~ L) (&, KAF#EERETER DR SEIE M ERRET
EERBNTBIEWEETT 2017FE L) BFEIERETLTVWET,
ARCHITORIUM, published annually since 2017, is a magazine

that introduces architectural works and designers of OBAYASHI
CORPORATION Architectural Design & Engineering Division.

ARCHITORIUM WEB SITE
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VOL.01 2017%F K##EFRETEFDDNA]
VOL.02 2018%F GATHERING

VOL.03 2019%F #mMICABLT

VOL.04 2020%F Happiness

VOL.05 2021F FHOHV)ECAHELD/=DIZIE

ARCHITORIUM WebhR Tl8, AMARERET BN TOI T IMEBALTVET,
https://obayashi.design/architorium/

Web# 1 FRJOURNALICIEFRFEARCHITORIUMDARHIBEL TVET,
https://obayashi.design/architorium/sp/journal/

ARCHITORIUM web edition introduces the projects of Architectural
Design & Engineering Division.

https://obayashi.design/architorium/

The articles of ARCHITORIUM printed edition are also available on the
JOURNAL on the website.
https://obayashi.design/architorium/sp/journal/

EETABTIR2012FLWEBFERE. REtHETLET—2ar DR EER
HBU T2 EREHREMIIREEToCVET, RMRELHITVET,
Architectural Design & Engineering Division has given in-house
architectural design awards every year since 2012 to improve
employees’ design and presentation skills. Site visits are also
conducted.

FKEH#< - Make Value for all -

EETER[MEEZT YA TBIE]EEEATVET, BYMHF TEBZET. 27
DMNCBEBPHALEREREL. BAZVREKICAE T, HigEAEOME
BEOEEMEN M ETE2EEBIELET,

Envisioning the Future - Make Value for all -

Design is about “designing value”. We provide excitement and discovery
to all people through our buildings and enhance overall value of the
community and clients for a bright future.
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Port Plus OBAYASHI Yokohama Training Center (Cover-1/Cover-4/pp.04-17)

Location : Yokohama City, Kanagawa

Total area : 3,508m2

Stories :11F/B1F

Completion : March 2022

Awards : KUKAN DESIGN AWARD 2022, Shortlist, Sustainable Space Award

SDA Award 2022, Bronze prize

JAPAN WOOD DESIGN AWARD 2022, Heartful Design Category

GOOD DESIGN AWARD 2022

AACA Award 2022, Special Award

Wood Utilization Excellence Contest 2022, Minister of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism Award

The 64th Kanagawa Architectural Concours, General Building Division, Grand Prize

O-NES TOWER (pp.30-31) *Jointly designed

Location : Bangkok, Thailand
Total area : 85,000m?
Stories : 29F / BSF / PH2F

Completion : February 2022

GREEN SPRINGS (pp.32-33) *Jointly designed

Location : Tachikawa City, Tokyo

Total area 1 A2 Area / 64,434.16m2, A3 Area / 11,863.25m?

Stories :11F/B1F

Completion : March 2020

Awards : JAPAN WOOD DESIGN AWARD 2021 Heartful Design Category

KUKAN DESIGN AWARD 2021, Gold

GOOD DESIGN AWARD 2021

SDA Award 2021

IES lllumination Awards 2021

The 63rd BCS PRIZE

The 21st Rooftop/Green Wall Technology Competition, Minister of Land,
Infrastructure and Transportation Award

Cafeteria Building in MIYARISAN PHARMACEUTICAL CO., LTD. (pp.34-35)

Location : Hanishina District, Nagano

Total area 1 428m?2

Stories C1F

Completion : June 2021

Awards : JAPAN WOOD DESIGN AWARD 2022, Heartful Design Category

SHIZUOKA DAIICHI TELEVISION CORPORATION  (pp.36-37) *Jointly designed

Location : Shizuoka City, Shizuoka

Total area : 8,867m?2

Stories : 3F/PHIF

Completion : March 2022

Awards : The 15th Shizuoka Prefecture Landscape Award, Grand Prize

Otemachi PLACE (p.44) *Jointly designed

Location : Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

Total area 1 152,363m?2 (East Tower only)
Stories . 32F / B3F / PH1F

Completion : August 2018

Awards . |ES lllumination Awards 2019

CFT Structure Award 2019

AlJ Prize 2019, 100 Selected Architectural Designs

The 32nd The Institute of Electrical Installation Engineers of Japan Award,
Technology Category, Best Facility Award

The 19th Environmental and Equipment Design Award, Category Ill, BE Award

PARK COURT TORANOMON (p.45)

Location : Minato-ku, Tokyo
Total area 1 14,839m2
Stories : 21F/B1F/ PH1FSO

Completion : January 2022

Editorial Staff : Makiko Umeno, Asuka Tai, Keito Takeshima, Hiromi Hirachi
Architects : Sho Ito, Shun Takayama, Mari Ota, Chiho Hoyama, Takeo Iwaoka,
Tomohide Atsumi, Masako Ishizuka, Kazuya Shiota, Hiroshi Iwai,
Sho Tobise, Mariko Nagano, Mayumi Nishizaki, Yusuke Suzuki,
Mihoko Fuijita, Seiichiro Takahashi
External Cooperation by : SANU Inc.
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