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Inviting the Community to Gather and Learn

In recent years, Taisho University has worked hard to develop a
close relationship with the local community through interactions
in and around the campus, so that the students can develop a
strong sense of belonging. Most of the spaces in Building #8 are
open to the public. Anyone can enjoy reading picture books or
newspapers at the café in the lobby. The study hall, a space called
Learning Commons, is also used for large community events such
as ceremonies and lectures. The main staircase leads to the library
where students and locals mingle, and to the terrace overlooking
the town below. The university invites the locals to Buddhist services
held at the prayer hall on the top floor, further deepening the ties with
the local community. The exterior was designed to emit light through
the perforated facade at night like a lantern and illuminates the town,
s0 as to render the building as a new symbol of the community.
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HDREBEDEOEFUDE Like a Valley in a Forest

ZOEDRA THELBGFRNENS, To B LB3ZVDIHER
BIEEBIE L REAR ROPOERAVERKRTSEE D
ERLEEME LN O BOHTARESE [UCALKRBETHE,
ZDEICRICASEBHEFIERDIBZENTEDR LD, OSHAM
DEBRESLFIN, BAZWE A SEEVGEIA, [CEXrEIn5F TS
NEELBEBERI oo ZNENDBZATRBIC, HESYEE.
BHRZGENMBVEWCTOI, BEVDFEHOTRENBRICEDLS
ZETHREDRIPETN, FUDBKPEESIEEBRLTNS,

This space was designed to allow students to work nomadically.
They can move from one place to another within the building
as they wish, prolonging their stay. The facility provides various
environments: secluded, open, busy, quiet, well-lit or semi-dark
areas. One may experience something similar to strolling along a
mountain river, listening to the sound of water under the sun and
resting in the shade. The design intends to raise the motivation for
study with the synergetic effect of these contrasting environments.
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Stimulating the Five Senses

These contrasting environments are organized by elevation,
mimicking a valley shaped by geography. The buzz in the Learning
Commons on the ground floor is carried up to the second and
third floors through the atrium and remains comfortably audible as
it reaches the counter seats on the fourth floor. The right amount
of seclusion and distance between floors for different activities
stimulate the five senses. The skylight brings in natural light,
creating an outside-like environment where the users can feel the

passage of time.
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