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Happiness of Working in Thailand
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| first visited Thailand in 1999 when | was still a student. With no
elevated railway or subway back then, tuk tuks were the main mode
of public transport in Bangkok. More than 20 years later, the now
sprawling city is packed with high-rise buildings, and luxury brands
line the shopping malls.

The city may have changed, but the people remain good natured.
Sabai (relaxed), Sanuk (fun), and Mai pen rai (it's ok) are often used to
describe Thai people. Perhaps national traits nurtured in a rich climate
do not change easily.

Work is hard, but on weekends, | cook spice-filled Thai food with
ingredients bought at a local market. When | feel like exercising, | work
out at a Muay Thai gym. On sunny days, | go to nearby Benjakitti Park
and read a book. A year and a half passed by in Thailand, now I'm

enjoying a “Sabai, Sanuk, Main pen rai” life following Thai people.
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from the word of THAI OBAYASHI credo, “HONESTY™
“ONE” as a No.1 leading company

Obayashi New Environmental Space
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| 'am currently working on the O-NES TOWER
project, which is a fresh departure from other
office buildings in Thailand so far. The steel-
framed skyscraper will have 20-meter column-
less spans and an individual (as opposed to
centralized) air conditioning system for the
office area, an aboveground mechanical parking
facility, and WELL certification, to name some of
the firsts in Thailand. Under sole development
by Obayashi on an unprecedent scale for the
Group, O-NES TOWER is the first overseas
Obayashi-owned building project. It is being
handled completely by Obayashi, and internal
collaboration that goes beyond nationalities and
job types is being promoted for this project.
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Under the “URBAN FOREST” design concept, the
skyscraper aims to create a new environmental space
within the city and is currently under construction
toward completion in FY2021. The “URBAN FOREST”
concept will also be scattered in the interior design,
creating an integrated space where the feel of the
building exterior is echoed within. The distinctive
V-shaped columns were realized by the expertise
we gained through production of the steel frames
for a high-rise tower in Japan and the like. The same
V-shape motif will unfold in the open space in front
of the building, which is connected to the BTS Nana
Station. The name O-NES contains the hope that the
project will result not only in the architectural work but
also in driving people’s lifestyles and the surrounding

environment in a good direction.
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| believe that architectural design is the result of much dialogue, not
just with clients and project members but also with everything related
to the overall environment surrounding the architecture. Visualization
of that environment takes place with the designer as the medium. This
holds true anywhere. The natural environment, laws, specifications,
and construction methods may vary, and it might bewilder me at
times. But it is simply that a common sense that differs from my
own exists there. If | can accept that common sense and engage in
dialogue that transcends language and culture, a good architectural
work can be designed regardless of the country.

Even though Thailand is known as the “Land of Smiles”, not everyone
is always smiling from the heart. Their smiles can contain a variety of
emotions. People engage in dialogue with a smile on their face, even
if circumstances are difficult or there is a disagreement. It caused me
culture shock, but it was very important to accept. Smiling is a part
of the culture. It makes dialogue progress positively (it does not mean
optimistic) and smoothly.

Architectural works are cocreated with many people who have a
diverse sense of values. There may be as many solutions as there
are values, but only one architectural work is created. | believe that a
work that is born through much dialogue will become a good piece of
architecture.
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